R E FL ECTIONS 


Upon a Late Scandalous and Malicious 


PAMPHLET 


ENTITUL'D, 


The forte Way with the 
ters; or Propoſals for the 
 Effabliſoment of the Church. 


To which the {aid PAMPHLET is 
prefix*Fentire by it ſelf. 
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: Here are two things which Tthink proper to (ignify to the 
EKReader, Fu iy if enter upon the Flowing a, The 
_ fu is, that I choſe rather to have the RefletFions upon 
= . the Pamphlet called The Shorteſt Way, Cc. diftintt:* 
by themſelves; than ſubjoin d Paragraph by Paragraph after the Paſ- 
ſages which I reflect upon. My Fee wes, that I found it would- 
be too voluminous to take particular Notice of, all the Impertinen- 
cies of that virulent Author; and therefore I confin d my ſelf to 
bu principal Heads, chuſing rather to expoſe the main Deſign of 
the Pamphlet, than to ſpend time upon every thing that might per- 
haps deſerve a Remark. . 

The ad thing which I think proper for the Reader's Notice u, 
that there are various Conjettares, as to the Author and hi Party : 
Some think him a Papiſt, ſome 4 Nonjurant Parſon, . and others 
thinkibyn A Diſſenter. I don't much concern my ſelf which of the = 
three he belongs to, or what his Deſign may be, or if he act in Diſ-. 
guiſe ; for be that how it will, he is certainly one of the worſt of: 
| Men. But ſince he ſpeaks the Language of the two former, at. 
tack him as ſuch ; for let him be. ſerious or otherwiſe, it's plain that 
he argues their Cauſe, and inſiſts upon the ſame Topics that are to- 
be found in the Pamphlets and Sermons, which have been printed 
againſt the Diſſenters ſince K. William's Death; only bis Title is 
4 little more bald, and his Expreſſions a little more plain than he | 
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and Trbabrion' :: She has htirn ivith aw invincible patience the Reproach 


SHORTEST way 
Tae co rep 


DISSEN. ERS, er. 


Stoned WE L 
8 ib d ta 2 . his Colle&ion of: Fables? 
wr? de Cock end t- Hooks,” The Cock was gotten to Rooſt in the 
Stable, among the Horſes, and there being no Racks, or other Con- 
veniences for him, it ſcerns he was forc'd to rooſt upon the Ground; 
the Horſes joſtling about for roorn, and putting the Cock in danger of his 


Life, he gives them this grave Advice: A ney let "us Pan: fil, Aol 


for fear we ſhould tread upon one another, nete 
There are ſomeꝓeople in the World, | wb¹ bow they are dpercle, and 
reduc dito an Equality with ot and under ſtrong aid very 3 
Apprehenſions bf being further thented they deſerve, begin with se 72 
Cock; to preach up Peace and Union, and the Chriſtian Duties of Modera- 
tion, forgetting, that when they had the Power | vol their Hanes, thoſe Graces 
were Strarigers in their Gates A tu 
is now near Fourteen Vras, that the Gidky.eod Peact of: the pureſt 
andtnoſtflouriſhing Church in the Wotld- has been Kclips d, Buffeted, and 
Diſtutbꝰ'd, hy a NEG of Men;zwhom Godin his Providence has fuffer'd | to inſult 
over her, and bring her down; theſe have been the Days of her e r 
0 
the Wicked, and God ag. it hftheard Hex Pupers, and ede ber from 
the Oghmethaw of the Siramger. 31 10 RCNP TXA 21; 
Aud no they fitid weir Pays vrer erte Power gone; and the Throns 
of: this Nation puſſeſt by Noi EAI, True and evt Conſtant Mem- 
bet of,: and Friend to the Church of * Not they find that they 
10 are 


—ͤ!—U—U——ꝑ—ẽ — — ——— Le mw. 
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Parey, would fd madd at te 1 


4 ee 


(2) 


are in danger of the Church of England's juſt Reſentments; now they cry 
out Peace, Union, Forbearance, and Charity, as if the Church had not too 
long harbour d her Enemies under her Wing, and nouriſh'd the viperous 
Brood till they hĩſs and fly in the Face of the Mother that cheriſh'd them, 
No Gentlemen, the Time of Mercy is paſt, your Day of Grace 5s over; 


you ſhould have practis d Peace, and Mode 
pected any your ſelves. 

We have head none of this Leſſon. for fourteen, Years, paſt; We have 

been huff*d And bully'd with your Act pf Typleration 3 Th told us 

that you are the Chirch fab Eaw, as 2 a ot re ſet up 

your Canting Synagogues at ppr Chur Doors, and the Church and her 


Members have been loaded — Reprbaches, SE Oaths, Aſſociations, 
Abjurations, and what not, Where hag the Mercy, the Fo 
the Charity you have ſhewn to tendtr N of the, hurch of 2225 
that could ut take Oaths &Þ faſt as you made em; that taving”f 222 
glance to their lawful and rightful King, couꝰd not _—_— with that Oath, 
their King being ſtil alive, and (wear to your new Hos pod X. of 4 Dutch 


Governivient ? Theſe ha been turn'd out of their Lavi and theilt 
Families left to ſtarve; their Eſtates double Tax? d, to carry on 4 — — 


had no hand in, and you got not hing by : een 


ation, and Charity, if you ex- 


Multitudes you have to comply againſt their Conſciences, with your 
new Iepbiſtical Politicks, who like — new Converts in Fraxce, ſin becauſe 
(ry can't tary 


ſtarve ? And now the Tables n vous you: . not 
1 tis not a Chriſtian Spirit. I 

ou have Butcher d one King, Depord ancther King, and made: nabck 
King of 2 Thind ; and yet you cou d have the Face to expedt to be imploy'd 
and truſted by the Fourth: any body that did not know the Temper of yout 


Wrae, as well es we gow 
of it. I riod l 12 7 


Your Management of your Dutch Monarch, whoa you e has . 
ee als ah 1 — your 
Principles, as'to warn them ſufficiently iy rom. — Chankdey: 


and God be thank d, 2 out of your Hands, eur, ware 
have a care of you. 11% 


Authority of a Nation bas in it cf 5 
Power, anda Right to that Power, to execute the Laws upon any 
Nation it governs. The Execution of the known Laws of: the: 
that but with a weak and gentle Hand neither, was all that the Phatratical 
Party of this Land have ever call'd Perſecution ; this they have magnified to 


of that- 
and 


W that the Suffering of ͤ— 
par 


8 — — 
— * K ( » 


pard with Nom to execn 


Juſtice is always Violence to the Party offending, for every Man is innocent 


ſiels and Craft, without Conſcience. 


C3) 
te the khomn Laws of a Nition won? 


thoſe who tranſgreſs them, after having firſt been voluntarily conſentingaw: 
the making thoſe Laws, can never: be calfd Perſecution, burfultice: ber 


in his on Eyes. The firſt execution of the Laws againſt Diſſenters in Ex- 
land, was in the Days of King James the Firſt; and what did it amount 
to? Truly, the worſt they ſuffer?d, was at their own requeſt, to let them 
go to New-England, and erect a new Colony, and give them great Privi- 
leges, Grants, and ſutable Powers, keep them under Protection, and de- 
fend them againſt all Iluvaders, and receive no Taxes or Revenue from them. 
This was the Cruelty of the Church of England; fatal Lenicy ! Twas the 
Ruin of that excellent Prince, King Charles the firſt. Had King James 
ſent/all the Puricans in England away to the , eſt-Indies, we had been a Na- 
tional unmix'd Church; the Church of England had been kept undivided 
neee ese 290, 
To requite the Lenity of the Father, they take up Arms againſt the Son; 
Conquer, Purſue, Take, .lmpriſon, and at laſt put to Dcath the Anointed 
6f God, and Deſtroy the very Being and Nature of Government, ſetting 
up a ſordid Impoſtor, who had neither Title to Govern, nor Underſtanding 
to'Manage, but ſupplied that want with Power, bloody and deſperate Coun · 


Had not King James the Firſt withbeld-the full execution of the Laws; 
had he given them {tri& Juſtice, he had clear'd the Nation of them, and the 
Conſequences had been plain; his Sen had never been murder d by them, 
nor the Monarchy overwhelm'd : 'twas too much Mercy ſhewn them, was 
the ruin of his Poſterity, and the ruin of the Nation's Peace. One would 
think the Diſſenters ſhould not have the face to believe that we are to-be 


vheedled and canted into Peace and Toleration, when they know that they 


have once requited us with a Civil War, and once with an intolerable and 
unrighteous Perſecution for our former Civility. _ 

' Nay, to incourage us tobe eaſy with them, tis apparent, that they never 
had the Upper - hand of the Church, but they treated her with all the Se- 
verity, with all the Reproach and Contempt as was poſſible. What Peace, 
and what Mercy did they ſhew the Loyal Gentry of the Church of England 
in the time of their triumphant Commonwealth? How did they put all the 
Gentry of England to ranſom, whether they were actually in Arms for the 
King or not, making People compound for their Eſtates, and ſtarve their Fa- 
milies ? How did they treat the Clergy of the Church of England, ſequeſter d 


the Miniſters, devour d the Patrimony of the Church, and divided the Spoil by 


ſhating the Church · Lands among — and turning her Clergy out 
ee | | 2 to 


— —9——tẽQ — — — ——— — 


(4) 
toſtarve? Juſt ſuch Meaſure W e deen de meafoved to ĩhem 
FN LIVER 197%, = Aas oe Slot; 
bor; and Loxeis the known Doctrine of the Church of. E England, and 
tis plainiſhe has put it in Practice towardsithe Diſſenters, even beyond what 
Þx-ought, till ſhe has been wanting to her ſelf, and in effect, unkind to her 
own SonsY patticularly, in the too much Lenity of King Jams the Eirſt, 
mentioned before: had he fo rooted the Puritans from the Face of the Land, 
which he had an Opportunity early to e yr * had the Dow 
er to vex the Church, as ſince they have done. 4 bns 21663) , 
In the Days of Ring Charles the Second how: did the Church and 
their bloody doings with Lenity and Mercy ? Except the harbareus Regicides 
of the pretended Court of Juſtice, not a Soul ſuffer d for all the Blood in an 
unnatural War: King Charles came in all Mercy and Love, chefiſh'd/them; 
prefer d them, employ d them, withheld the Rigour of the Lau, and often 
times, even againſt the Advice of his Parliament, gave them Liberty of Con- 
ſcience; and how did they requite him with the villanous Coutrivance _ 
poſe and murder him and his Succeſſor at the Rye-Plor? ?/ 
King James, as if Mercy was the inherent Quality of the Family, Senn 
his his Kel with unuſual Favour to them: Nor could their joining with the 
Monmouth againſt him, move him to do himſelf Juſtice upon them; 
— that miſtaken Prince thought to win them by. Gentleneſs and Love, pro- 
claim d an unlverſal Liberty to them, and rather difcountenanc'd the Chyrch | 
of England than them: ho) "Che y requited him all the World knows. 
The late Reign is too freſn in Lhe Memary of all the World to need a 
comment.; how under pretence of joining with the Church in redreſſiag 
ſome Grievances, they puſnt things to that Exiremity, in conjunctien with 
ſome'miſtaken Gentlemen, as to depoſe the late King, as if the Grievance 
ofthe Nation could not have been redreſs'd but by the abſolute Rin of the 
prince: Here's an Inſtance of the ir Temper, their peace and Charity: To 
what Height they carried themlelves — the Reign of a King of their 
own how they crope into all Places of Truſt and Profit, how, they in- 
ſi cated into the Favour of the King, and were at firſt prefer?d ta the high- 
eſt places in the Nation; how they engroſt the Miniſtry, and above alu 
ue they managed, is too plain to need any Remarks. 
But particularly, their Mercy and Charity, the Spirit of bogs they tell 
us ſo much of, has been remarkable in Sco land. H any Man would ſee the 
Nit of a Diſſenter, let him look into Scotland; there they made an entire 
Lage veſt af the Church, trampled down the ſacred Orders, and ſyppreſt 
the {Epiſcopal Government,” with an abſolute, and as they ſuppoſe, irrxtrie · 
Yable Victory, tho, tis * mM may * themſchves miſt aken. ; mow 
two 


(z) 
Tvpoold be a very proper Queſtion to 26h thiis Yap (dent: Advocate, the Ob- 
ferwitong) Pray ham much Mercy — Favour did the Members of the E- 
piſebpad Ohurch find. in Seti and, dem the Srl Preshyterian Govemment? 
and I ſhall undertake for the Church of Eg land, that the Diſlenters ſhall Gill 
receive as much here, tho they deſerve but little. 


in a ſmall Freatile of the Sufferings of the Epiſcopal Clergy i in Scotland, 
ail appear, what Ulage chey met Wich, bow they not only.lolk. their Liy- 
ings, but in ſeveral Places. were plander'd and abus d in theix Perſons; = 
Miniſters that could uot conform, turn d out, with numerous Famili 
no Maintenance, and hardly Charity enough left to relieve them w ich bir 
of Bread ; and the Cruelties ol the Party are inn Eablc, and not. t b 
. in this ſhort Piece. 
And now to prevent the dinlnt Cloud which. x percein'd to, hang over 
their Heads from England; with a true Presbyterian Policy, they put in for 
Union of | Nations, tiiat Eng land might unite their Church wich the Kirk 
of Scotland, and their Presbytcrian Members lit i ia our H of Commons, 
and their Allembly of Scorch. carting Loug-Cloaks in our Convocation, 
What might have been, if our-PhariatickV biggilh-States-Men had continu d 
God only knows 3 but wehope we are out of; Feat of that nov. 
Tis alledgd hy ſome of the altar and they began to bully us wich it ; 
that i we wont unite with that, they will not ſettle the Crowu With us 
again, but when her i al chuſes King for themſelves, - 1 + 
H they won't we mult make them, and tis nor tho fitſi time we have let 
| us know. we-are able: The Crowns of theſe Kingdoms have; not ſo tar 
' difowned the Right of Succeſſion, but they: may retrieve it again; and 
Frot land thinks to come off from a dueceſſibe to an Electiye State ol. Govern- 
ment, England has not promis d not to ſhi , the right Heir, and; put them 
into poſſeſſion, without any regard to their ridiculous: Seitlewents.- 

- "Theſe are the Gentlemen, theſe their 9 oſ treating the Church, both 
at Home and Abroad. Nowe let us examine the Reaſons they pretend to 
give, why we ſhould be favourable . 3 we n continue hes 

tolerate chewramong us. ; un | dy 6 Bu 


* 


| 
i 
' 
| 
7 
| 


© Fiſh They are very r then 0 they are a great Part F the - 
Nation, and we cannot ſuppieſs them. 

To this may be anſwer d. 1. They are not ſv Numerous: as the- Prote- 
ſtants in Frundr, and yet the French. King efſectually clear'd the Niajion of 
them at once, and we don't find he miſſes them at Home. 

But bam not ebcthe- Opinion thry are ſo numerous as is dean -theit 
Party  mote-numerous than theis Perforis, and thoſe miſtaken People of the 


| Chis - 


(69 


Churth, wie are miſled and delided by cheir | ut 
Wich ther, make then Party the gicater ; but thoſe: wi 
ben the Government Malte beartily about the Work;) and dome off rom, 


them, + - Wh which they lay always deſert a Houſe | when! 1 
ſkely to fall. 1 per 
eden and A more 


2ly. The more gerous, 
155 ſuppreſs them: ee 0 bear hem as Gogds in uf 


85 


ſor not utterly extinguiſhing chem long 96151 rv of 111d gut 
I we are to allow them; only oe cannot ſuppreſs 
then ſt ought to be tried whether wwe can or no 4, and I am of opinion tis 
eaſy to be done, and could preſcribe — mean?,” it it were ; 
but I doubt not but the Government will find effectual Mthods; Ney the 
rooting the Oontagzog frotn'the Fact of this Lad. eng e, a 
a” 3 iin (032.301 J 56S 7» ate Ar 
Au Another Argument they uſe, whighis this, Thar?is wbb we 
we have need to unite againſt the common Enemy,” 
We anſwer, this common Enemy had been no Enemy, if they had not 
made him fo\' he was q it in Peace, and no way difturb'd, or encroach'd 
upon us, and we know1o NReaſon we had to quarrel with him. h 
hut further, we male no queſtion but we are able to deal with this com- 
mon Enemy without cheir help. But why muſt we unite with them becauſe 
of the Enemy ? willthey i eee eee e tas 
Union with 5 We are very well contented they ſhould; and make 
no queſtion, we ſhall be ready to deal with them and p erg 
foo, and better without them than wich them. 
| Befides, if we have a common Enemy, chere is the mote need to be ſes 
cure a our private Enetnies; ju ren + char | 
1 s$ need to have an Enemy . — 4 
was a great Argument ſome x l 
Mony, that *twas a time of War, and twas too great a Riſque the Na- 
tion to run, if we ſhould not maſter it, we ſbould be undone 3 and yet the 
Sequel prov'd the Hazard was not fo great, but it might be malicreds and 
the Succeſs was anſwerable, The ſuppreſſing the Diſſenters is not a hardeg 
Work, nora Work of leſs Neceſſity to the Pablick 5 we can never enjoy a 
ſettled uninterrupted Union and Tranquillity in this Nation, till the Spirit of 
| Whiggiſm, Faction, and Schifavis melted down like the Old- Mony. 
Totalk of the Diffculty, lis to n our ſelves with Chimæras and 
Notions of a powerful Party, which are indeed a Party without Power. 
Difficulties often appear greater at 2 diſtance, than when they are ſearch d in- 
to with and eee from the Vapaurs and Shadows that 


attend t 'We 


(G9) 
| We ate not to be frightnediwith/ir ; this Age is wie than that, by all 
ou N Experience, and theirs to. King Charles cht Firſt had early ſap- 
preſt this Party, if he had took more deliberate Meaſures, in ſhort, is 2 
worth [arguing, to talk of their Arms: their Aonmout hu and Sbafiaburys, 
and Argiles are gone, their Dutch-Sanct uary is at an end, Heaven has made 
way ſot their DefiruBtion'and if ive do no not cloſe with the Divine Occaſion, 
we are to blame ourſelves, and truly femember that we had once m Op- 
portunity to ſerve the Church of England, by extirpating her implacable 
Enetnies; and having let ſlip the Minute that Heaven ame, "y cxpert- 


mentally complain, Fot 7 emu N * c 


A Popular Web en Nee eee 
The Quted has 9 N them to continue widen in their tole-' 
w__ \Libarys and havroldus he wilt den Religious Obſerver of her 
| au F | 
Wies Majeſly will do we cannot wales dur wha, 5 the Head of the 
Churchs ſhe ought to do, is another Caſe: Her Majeſty has: promiſed to 
| and d. fand the Church of England; and if the canot effectually do 
that without. the Deſtruction of the Diſſenters, ſhe muſt of courſe diſpenſe 
wirkt eme Promiſe to comply with andthier; | But to anſwet li Cevi! more 
Fellualys Her Majeſty did never promiſe to maintain the Toleration, to 
the Deſtruction of the Church; but it is upon ſuppoſition, that it may be 
compatible with che well- being and fafety x the Church, which ſhe had de- 
clat d ſhe would rake eſpecial Cate o: Now if theſe two Intereſis: claſh, tis 
plain her Majeſtys intentions are. to uphold,” protect, defend)! and e 
the Church,” and this we conceive is impoſſible, © * 1 en, 
F 


Perhaps it may be ſaid, That the Church is i u no ee er ben 
an the Diſſenters, and therefore is time enough: But this i is a weak 
756011 nei 0d 1 25 ns tes He 7 

Fon first, If a Danger be real, the Diſtance of it 1 . again, 
but rather a Spur to quicken us to Prevention, leſt it be too late hereafter. = 
And 2h. Here is che nity, and the only one perhaps that ever 

che Church had, to ſecurt her ſelf, and deſtroy her Enemies. 

The Repreſentatives of the Nation have now an Opportuni n Time 

is come whichall dod den have wild for, thatithe 4 of England. 

may ſerve the of Eeglend, now they Ars prowected* "age ans. cl 

by by e Churchof En gen Sil SOV. 
ber wil ye d for ifer in the Day that ſhe ſhall be ſpoken fr? 

Wa ever you will the bet Civilian Church in che World: 5 


9 ſo long luck d the Blood of their Mother : 


| © ſpared them, becauſe, forſooth, ydufwould net be, ciel ;, and; 


| . 08D) 
: 10 ever you will ſuppreſs the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm: 


ever you will free the Nation from: the viperous Brood tat have 


1 


Ae will be your Polten fer from Fadtionand: Rebellion this is 
; time. I's amd 12 yy. 018 

This is the tirde to pull up this heretical Weed Of edition tht hs — 
| hund e of our Church, Fu poilor'd 2 r 


Bat, . hot and cold Objedtar, this is ewig Fire and Fags 
got, reviving the Act de Hleret. Co ο This will be Caucky: 
in its Nature, and barbarous to all the World. 

Lanſwer, Tis Cruelty to kill a Snake or a Taad in cold Bloody: but the 
.Poyſon of their Nature makes. it a Charity to our A r to deſnoy 
thoſe Creatures, not ſor any perſonal Injury d de but ſor W 
not for the Evil they have done, but the Evil they may do. | | 
- Serpents, Toads, Vipers, & c. are noxious to'thit Body, debe 
ſenſitive Liſe; theſe poyſon che Scul, corrupt our Poſtetityy ennare our 
Children, deſtroy the Vitals of dur. Happinels, and brate Delay; and 
contaminate the whole Maſs. . CJ 513 uw J 

Shall any Law be given to (ach wild Caemtwres? Some Beaſt are or Spore; 
and the Huntſitien ” them advantages of Ground; bat ee er 
on head by all poſſible ways of Violence and Sutpri e. 

do not Fire and Faggot, but as Sento fail of Cwthags,' Dole 
darft Carthage: they are to be rooted out of this Nation. i if ever v will 
lier in Peare, ſetve God, or enjoy out on. As forthe Manger, l leave it: 
to thoſe Hands who have a right to execute God's Juſllce on the Nation's 
* 5 _ 10 PW Juſtice undet the Pecious P 

But i A muſt is" tetencts, 
and odious Senſe of Cruelty, nothing will be effrcted: Tull ha more 
Barbarous and Cruel to our own Children and dear Poſterity, where they 


(hall neproach theit Fathers, as ve do ur, and gelb, Noi Qppor- 


tunity to rot aat chis curſed Race from the World, unden the and 
BErotectionoſ adrue Ea 
NOW DUE; 


pleſb Queen; 55 and out yout fooliſh! Pity you 
horch is ſuppreſt and puſcouted, our Religion De oof 
* Eincenplunder'd, aur Perſous 3 —————— Ree 
2 


Labsdas Tos paring this Aste Rag 
* Mercy to them proves Cruelty to your poor. Ini l0d3wdo «- qu 
How juſt williuthRefleftions he, when vx Paſterity? Halt ne AY 
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to Poſterity. 
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be ſwallow'd up in Schiſm, Faction, Enthuſiaſm, and Conſuſion; when 
our Government ſhall be devolv'd upon Foreigners, and our Monarchy 
dwindled into a Republick. | 


*Twou'd be more rational for us, if we muſt ſpare this Generation, to 
ſummon our own to a general Maſſacre, and as we have brought them into 
the World free, ſend them out fo, and not betray them to DeſtruRtion by 


our ſupine negligence, and then cry it % Mercy, 


Moſes was a mercitul meck Man, and yet with what Fury did he run thro 
the Camp, and cut the Throats of three and thirty thouſand of his dear 
Iſraelites, that were fallen into Idolatry ? What was the reaſon? TwWas 
Mercy to the reſt, to make theſe be Examples, to prevent the Deſtruction of 
the whole Army. | 

How many Millions of future Souls ſhall we fave from Infection & Deluſion, 
if che preſent Race of poiſon'd Spirits were parg?d from the Face of the Land. 

*Tis vain to trifle in this matter; the light fooliſh handling them by Mulcts, 
Fines, &s. tis their Glory and their Advantage; if the Gallows inſtead of 
the Counter, and the Gallies inſtead of the Fines, were the Reward of go- 
ing to a Conventicle to preach or hear, there would not be fo many Suſ- 
ferers 3 the Spirit of Martyrdom is over: They that will go to Church to be 
choſen Sheriffs and Mayors, would go to forty Churches rather than be hang'd. 

If one ſevere Law were made, and punctually executed, that whoever 
was found at aConventicle, ſhou'd be Baniſh'd the Nation, and the Preacher 
be Hang d, we ſhow?d foon ſee an end of the Tale, they wou'd all come to 
Church; and one Age would make us all One again. 

To talk of 5 5. a Month for not coming to the Sacrament, and 1 5. per 


Week for not coming to Church, this is ſuch a way of converting People 


as never was known, this is ſelling them a Liberty to tranſgreſs for ſo much 
Money: If it be nota Crime, why don't we give them full Licence? And 
if it be, no Price ought to compound for the committing it, for that is 

ſelling a Liberty to People to ſin againſt God and the Government. | 
If it be a Cxime of the highefi Conſequence, both againſt the Peace and 


Welfare of the Nation, the Glory of God, the Good of the Church, and 


the Happineſs of the Soul, let us rank it among capital Offences, and let it 
receive a Puniſhment in proportion to it. | 
We Hang Men for Trifles, and Baniſh them for things not worth naming ; 
but an Offence againſt God and the Church, againſt the Welfare of the 
World, and the Dignity of Religion, ſhall be bought off for 5 5. This 
ſuch a ſhame to a Chriſtian Government, that *cis with regret I tranſmit it 


I Men lin againſt God, afſront his Ordinances, rebel againſt his Church, 
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niences of the Party. 


( 10 ) 


and diſobey the Precepts of their Superiors, let them ſuffer as fach capltal 


Crimes deſerve; ſo will Religion flouriſh, and this divided Nation be once 
again united. | e 

And yet the Title of Barbarous and Cruel will ſoon be taken off from 
this Law too. l am not ſuppoſing that all the Diſſenters in England ſhow'd 
be Hang d or Baniſh'd ; but as in caſes of Rebellions and Inſurrections, if 
a few of the Ring- leaders ſuffer, the Maltitude are diſmiſt, ſo a few obſti- 
nate People being made Examples, there's no doubt but the Severity of the 


Law would find a ſtop in the Compliance of the Multitude: 


To make the reaſonableneſs of this matter out of queſtion, and more un- 
anſwerably plain, let us examine for what it is that this Nation is divided into 
Parties and Factions, and let us ſee how they can juſtify a Separation; or we 
of the Church of England can juſtify our bearing the Inſults and Triconve- 
One of their leading Paſtors, and a Man of as much Learning as moſt a- 
mong them, in his Anſwer to a Pamphlet, entituled, An Enquiry into the 
Occaſional Conformity, hath theſe Words, P. 27. Do the Religion of the 
Church andthe Meeting · houſes make two Religions? Wherein do they differ? 
The Subſtance of the ſame Religion is common to them hot h; and the Modes 
and Accidents are the things in which only they differ. P. 28. Thirty nine 
Articles are given us ſon the Summary of our Religion, Thirty ſix cont ain the 


Subſt ance of it, wherein we agree; Three the additional Appendices, about 


which we have ſome differences, 


Now if, as by their own acknowledgment,the Church of England is a true 
Church, and the Difference between them is only a few Modes and Accidents, 
Why chould we expect that they. will ſuffer Gallows and Gallies, corporeal 
Puniſhment and Baniſhment, for theſe Trifles? There is no queſtion but they 


will be wiſer even their own Principles won't bear them out in it: They 


will certainly comply with the Laws, and with Reaſon ; and tho at the 
firſt, Severity may ſeem hard, the next Age will feel nothing of it; the 


22 will be rooted out: The Diſeaſe being curd, there will be no 


need of the Operation; but if they ſho'd venture to tranſgreſs, and fall into 
the Pit, all the World mutt condemn their Obſtinacy, as being without 
Ground from their own Principles. | 

Thus the Pretence of Cruelty will be taken off, and the Party actually 
ſuppreſt, 56 the Diſquiets they have ſo often brought upon the Nation, 
prevente Hs | 8 | 

Their Numbers, and their Wealth, makes them haughty, and that is 
fo far from being an Argument to perſwade us to forbear them, that tis a 
Warning to us, without any more delay, to reconcile them to the Unity of 


the Church, or remove them from us. At 


— 


| (n) | ® 
At preſent, Heaven be prais'd, they are not ſo formidable us they have 


and tis our own fault, if ever we ſuffer them to be fo : Providence 
and the Church of England ſeem to join in this particular, that now the 
Deſtroyers of the Nation's Peace may be overturn'd, and to this end the 
preſent Opportunity ſeems to be put into our Hands. | 
Io this end her preſent Majeſty ſeems reſerv'd to enjoy the Crown, that 
8 1 as well as Civil Rights of che Nation may be reffor'd by 
er Hand. Fa | TY f 
To this end the face of Affairs have receiv'd ſuch a turn in the proceſs of a 
few Months, as never has been before : The leading Men of the Nation, the 
univerſal Cry of the People, the unanimous Requeſt of the Clergy agree in 
this, that the Deliverance of our Church is at hand. | 


For this end has Providence given us ſuch a Parliament, ſuch a Convocati 


on, ſuch a Gentry, and ſuch a Queen as we never had before. 

And what may be the Conſequences of a Neglect of ſuch Opportuni- 
ties? The Succeſſion of the Crown has but a dark Proſpect, another Dutch 
Turn may make the Hopes of it ridiculous, and the Practice impoſſible, Be 
the Houſe of our future Princes never ſo well Inclin'd, they will be Fo- 
reigners; and many Years will be ſpent in ſuting the Genius of Strangers 
to the Crown, and to the Intereſts of the Nation; and how many Ages it 


may be before the Engliſh Throne be filld with ſo much Zeal and Candour, 


ſo much Tenderneſs and hearty Affection to the Church as we fee it now co- 
ver'd with, who can imagine? | 


"Tis high time then for the Friends of the Church of England to think of 


building up and eſtabliſhing her, in ſuch a manner, that ſhe may be no more 


invaded by Foreigners, nor divided by Factions, Schiſms, and Error, 

If this could be done by gentle and eaſy Methods, I ſhou'd be glad; but 
the Wound is corroded, the Vitals begin to mortify, and nothing but Am- 
putation of Members can compleat the Cure : All the ways of Fendernef 
and Compaſſion, all perſwaſive Arguments have been made uſe of in vain. 


The Humour of the Diſſenters has ſo increas d among the People, that 


they hold the Church in defiance, and the Hguſe of God is an Abomination 
among them. Nay, they have brought up their Poſterity in ſuch prepoſſeſt 
Averſions to our Holy Religion, that the ignorant Mob think we are all 
Idolaters, and Worſhippers of Baal; and account it a Sin to come within 
the Walls of our Churches, 5 | 

The Primitive Chriſtians were not more ſhy of a Heathen Temple, or of 
Meat offer'd to Idols, nor the Fews of Swine's Fleſh, than ſome of our 
Diſſenters are of the Church, and the Divine Service ſolemnized therein. 
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This Obſtinacy muſt be rooted out with the Profeſſion of it: while the 
Generation are left at liberty daily to affront God Almighty, and diſhonour 


his Holy Worſhip, we are wanting in our Duty to God, and our Mother. 
the Church of England, . 8 | 


- 


% 


How can we anſwer it to God, to the Church, and to our Poſterity, to 
leave them entangled with Fanaticiſm, - Error, and Obftinacy, in the Bowels 
of the Nation; to leave them an Enemy in their Streets, that in time may 
involve them in the ſame Crimes, and endanger the utter Extirpation of Re- 
ligion in the Nation ? | 

What's the Difference betwixt this, and being ſubjected to the Power of 
the Church of Rome, from whence we have teform'd? If one be an extreme 
on one hand, and one on another, tis equally deſtructive to the Truth, to 
have Errors ſettled among us, let them be of what nature they will. 

Both are Enemies of our Church, and of our Peace, and why ſhou'd it 
not be as criminal to admit an Enthuſiaſt as a Jeſuit ? Why ſhou'd the Papiſt 
with his ſeven Sacraments be worſe than the Quaker with no Sacraments at 
all? Why ſhould Religious-houſes be more intolerable than Meeting-houſes ? - 
Alas the Church of England! What with Popery on one hand, and Schiſ- 
maticks on the other, how has ſhe been crucity'd between two Thieves! 

Now let us cruciß the Thieves. Let het Foundations be eſtabliſh'd upon 
the Deſtruction of her Enemies: The Doors of Mercy being always open to 
the returning part of the deluded People, let the Obſtinate be ruled with a 
Rod of Iron. i 

Let all true Sons of ſo Holy an Oppreſſed Mother, exaſperated by her 
Afflictions, harder their Hearts agiialt thoſe who have oppreſsd her. 


- 


And may God Aimighty pu it into the Hearts of all. the Friends of Truth, 
to lift up a Standard againſt Pride and Antichriſt, that the Poſterity of 
the Sons of Error may be rooted out frum the Face of this Land for ever, 
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Upon the Foregoing 


PAMPHLET 


F UR Author was ſo much in haſte, and ſo intent upon making 


ſome grave Sentence from one of the Apocryphal Authors, 
ſuch as Jeſus the Son of Syrach, or the Hiſtory of Bell and the Dragon, he 
chuſes his Subject from ¶ ſop Jacobitiz?d by Roger the Son of Hammond; 
who being a blind Paſſive-Obedience Mole, led the Inferior Clergy that were 


blinder than himſelf into the Pit digged for them by Father Peters, Biſhop. 


+ Ellis, &c, So that poor Church was ſo far got into the Quagmire, that the 
Prieſis and jeſuits had begun to take poſſeſſion of both Univerſities, in order 
to put out her two Eyes; the Popelings had got the Command of our Ar- 
my and chief Gariſons, they had got a good Footing in our Fleet, they 
were abſolutely poſſeſsd of the Throne, their Advice was chiefly taken in 


the Privy-Council, hey had by the Interceſſion of our Lady of Loretto, - 
aud the Bencdicticn of Count D' Ada his Holineſſes Nuncio, got a 


young Jure Divino Prince ready form'd, to entail the mighty Bleſſings of 
Popery and Slavery upon us; whilſt our Bithops were cag'd up in the Tow- 


er, in order to be kept there and well dried, to make a good Blaze in Smith- 


field: The Princeſs her preſent Majeſty was carefully ſent to the Bath, left 
the Preſence of ſo great a Heretick ſhould have infected his young Highneſs 
from the very Womb; and at laſt Roper the Son of Hammond, cur Author's 
Divinely inſpix'd Oracle, with ſuch ot the Superior and Inferior Clergy as had 
danc'd to his Pipe, brought Matters to ſuch a Paſs, as the Church found her 
_ elf under a Neceſſity to cht the Throat of the ſpurious Bantling, call'd 
Paſſive Obedience, which ſhe had fo long dandled upon her Knee as her own 


Genuine. 


REFLECTIONS 


his Work ſhort, that his very firſt Effort comes ſhort of the 
Mark. He blunders in the Choice of his Text, and inſtead of 
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Prroteſtants (uffered for the fix Articles. In that of Edward VI. her Beauty 
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"Genuine Offspring, and to betake her ſelf to Defenſive Arms. Her pre- 


ſent Majeſty perceiving her own Royal Petſon, her Country and her Reli- 
gion, brought to the Brink of Ruln, thought fit, not only with the Prince 
her Hasband, to leave the Court, but to fly from it Incognito, and to join 
thoſe who had taken Arms for the common Cauſe. All this being uncontro- 
vertible Matter of Fact, the Reader may eaſily judg, whether our Author's 


| = be worſe choſen or worſe applied. 


he poor Animal cannot hide the Aſſes Ears under the Lions Skin; for 
notwithſtanding the counterſeit Eulogies which he beſtows here and there 
upon the Queen, the whole Pamphlet is a Libel upon her Majeſty, and the 
Deſign of it is to raiſe Jealouſies and Miſtruſts betwixt the Sovereign and the 
Subject; a Crime which is very well provided for in our Statute Books: but 
this poor Scribler ſhews himſelf to be equally a Stranger to Law, Hiſtory and 
Chriſtianity, i een F es, ov oh. 
believe there's ſcarce any Man but a Non- Jurant, Non; Aſſociator, or de 
facto Clergyman, and the People they delude, will venture to ſay, that the 
Church of England has ſuffered any Eclipſe theſe 14 Years paſt, Let our 
Author or any of his Party turn to what Period of our Hiſtory they pleaſe, 
ſince the Reformation, and ſhew us better Men advanc'd to the Epiſcopal 
Sees, than thoſe that were advanc'd by the late King, and his Royal Con- 
fort Queen Mary of ever-bleſſed Memory. Let them on the other hand 
tell us, when our Benches were ſo generally filled with Judges of greater 
Learning and Integrity, and in what Reign the Church of England was 
ever ſo much eſteemed by the Proteſtant Churches abroad, as ſince the Re- 


volution. The Exemplary Life and truly Catholick Soul of the late Queen 


Mary, whilſt in a Foreign Country, was an Ornament to the Church of 
England in which ſhe had been educated. It receiv'd an Additional Luſtre 
by the Conſtancy of her preſent Majeſty when Princeſs, and her joining fo 
chearfully in the Revolution, notwithſanding the Risk ſhe ran by it. Add 
to this, the Reputation the Church of England acquired among other Pro- 
teſtant Churches, by King William's living and dying in her Communio:;, 
tho bred to a contrary Diſcipline, and by the Moderation which ſhe diſco- 
vered toward Oiſſenters in that Reign, which took off the Imputation of 
her being of a perſecuting Spirit, that ſhe had labour®d under in all thoſe that 
e Ik theſe few of the many other things that might be ſaid, be 
uly confidered, a Man muſt have a wonderful deal of Aſſurance that will 
fay, the Church of England did ever. ſhine ſo bright in any other Reign. 
In that of King Henry VIII. fhe was but half reformed 3; and tho ſhe had 
renounc'd the Pope, the Romiſh Religion was ſtill predominant, and many 


was 


. 


was tarniſh by the unnatural Heats and Diviſions which happened betwiat 


her Biſhops and Clergy, about Veſtments, Ceremonies, & c. and by the 
Iirs that aroſe from the Mixture of Lutheran and Calviniſt ical Principles a- 


mong her Reformers. In Queen Marys Reign ſhe was eclipled indeed, and 


by her own Folly brought that Popiſh Princeſs to the Throne contrary to the 
very End of Government, which the ſacred Text informs us is, to preſerve, 
and not to deſtroy the People under their Charge; and all the Reward that 
bloody Woman gave them, was to beſtow Crowns of Martyrdom upon the 
chief of them: Then Biſhop Ridley, who was a rigid Impoſer of the Ce- 
remonies, and Biſhop Hooper who was for laying them aſide, came both to 
the Stake together; at which time the former acknowledged his Error, 


whereas the latter, who was reproached by the High Fliers as a Hypocrite,. 
had no Checks of Conſcience for his Diſſent. Yet the Spirit of Impoſition, 


which is always accompanied with that of Perſecution, was ſo predominant 
among the Ceremony-Mongers of that time, tho perſecuted themſelves, that 


they broke the Engliſh Church which was ſettled at Frankford to pieces; 


and rather than part with an Ace of an indifferent Ceremony, perſecuted 


| becauſe he had written and preach'd againſt the bloody Queen Mary: which 
created but a very indifferent Idea of the High Churchmen of thoſe times in 
the Minds of the Reformed abroad, as every Man knows who has look'd. 
into the Hiſtory of that Period. When Queen Elizabeth came to the 
Crown, the Spirit of Impoſition {till kept the Aſcendant, and partly from 


the Stiffneſs of her own Temper, and from the Rigor of the High Fliers, 


Diſſenters were ſeverely us d; and Mr.Udal one of their Miniſters, and I think 
ſome others condemned to die; and that ſevere Act of the 35th of her 


Reign againſt Separation was obtain d, which the true Zngl;ſh Parliaments in 
Char. II's time found fo deſtructive to the Proteſtant Intereſt, that they us'd all 
their Endeavours to have it repeaPd : nay the Biſhops in Queen Elizabeth's - 


Reign were ſo much aſham 
that they were forc'd to make Apologies for it, and to excuſe themſelves on 
that Head to Foreign Churches, and particularly to thoſe. in Swiſſerland, as. 
may be ſeen in Dr. Burnet's Lei tere. 

In the Reign of King James her Succeſſor, it is certain that the Church 
of England declin'd in her Reputation, by his declaring in Parliament, that 
he would meet the Church of Rome half way, if ſhe would leave her King- 
killing Doctrine, and ſome few things more 3 by his eagerneſs firſt for a 
Spaniſh, and then for a French Popiſh Match for his Son King Charles l. 
and his granting unreaſonable Favours to the Papiſts in both Treaties z by. 
his Declaration for Sports and Paſtimes on the Sabbath-Day, as he return d 


from-- 


Mr. John Knox their Miniſter with an Accuſation at the Imperial Court, 


d of {uch Severities on thoſe trifling accounts, 
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from Puritanical Scotland, to pleaſe Popiſh Lancaſpire; and from his ſuffer- 
ing his own Proteſtant Daughter the Queen of Bohemia, with the King her 
Husband, her Poſterity, and the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany, to be ruin'd, 
ſo he could but obtain the Spa#3ſh Match for his Son, tho at the Expence of 
Eng land's Wealth, Honour and Religion. „ 
In the Reign of King Charles I. the Church of Exgland ſuffer'd much in 
her Reputation by the Severities us'd againſt the moderate Men of her own 
Communion, call'd Puritans by way of Reproach, whom Biſhop Laud 
and the reſt of the High Fliers did all they could to drive out of the Church, 
by impoſing upon them the reading of the Book of Sports and Paſtimes 
fit to be usꝰd on Sunday; and forcing them to rail in the Communion Table 
Altar-wile 3 and to make {ome other Advances towards the Church of Rome, 
with whom that Prelate and his Party were ſo inclinable to reconcile, that 
the Pope thought-fit to offer him a Cardinals Cap, and he good Man had no 
Scruple at the thing, as appears by his own Diary, printed both by Prynne 
and Heylin; only he would be Maſter of the Revels himſelf, and have the 
Reformation of the Church of Rome, and the Deformation of the Church 
of England, all of his own Management. His tender Conſcience could 
{wallow down a red Hat, and he had no Scruple of Mind to licenſe and let 
-paſs uncenſured the Books of Montague, and others, advancing, Popiſh Doc- 
trines, and running dovn the Reformation every where; bat ſo zealous was 
he for the Rites and Ceremonies and Pictures of Mother Church, that a Mans 
refuling to bow to the Altar, or taking down an Idolatrous Picture out of a 
Church-Window, was a Crime fit for the Cenſure of the Star Chamber 
and High Commiſſion Court. Bleſſed St. Laud advanced Montague by his 
Intereſt to be Biſhop of Norwich; and amongſt other Qualifications fit to re- 
commend this Doctor to a Mitre, theſe were ſome. In his Appeal to Ceſar 
he treated all ghe Arguments of Proteſtant Divines to prove the Pope to be 
Anti-Chriſt, as Apocalyptical Dotages and Phrenſies. In his Antidiatribe 
he ſaid, none but Frantic Phanaticks would deny the Title of Holineſs to the 
Popes: He commended thoſe Zealous and Pious Emperors, who alighted 
from their Horſes to adore them, and maintain'd the Uſefulneſs of the 
| Popes Power over the Kings of France and Spain. The maintaining of the 
Popes Eccleſiaſtical Primacy, if not Supremacy, is ſo plain to be found in 
Laud's Speeches in the Star Chamber, and his Conferences with Fiſher the 
Jeſuit, that it cannot be denied: his ſtriking out the Epithet Aut ichriſtian 
;join' d to the Roman Sect in the Engliſh Liturgy, is alſo very well known; 
nor is it to be conceal'd, that he branded Luthers Reformation with. the 
Character of a deplorable Schiſm. The Defence of the Limbus Patrum, 
Image-Worſhip,and other Popiſh Doctrines, by Aont ague, Potter, Shelford, 


Heylin, 
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 Heylin, Poklington, and other high flying Doctors of the Church of Eng- 


land in thoſe'times, will appear to all Men that have read their Writings ; 


and if any Perſon have a mind to be fatisfied of the Truth of this without 


being at much Pains, he may find the Pages of their Writings, where thoſe 
Doctrines are aſſerted, referr d to in a Book, call'd Laudenſium Autoc at acri. 
ſis, written by Mr. Robert Bailie a Miniſter of the Church of Scotland in 
thoſe times. I have not time to inſiſt upon this Subject, and therefore ſhal! 
conclude it in ſhort with this Obſervation, that the Church of England 
ſuffered much in her Fame in thoſe Days by her perſecuting the Church of 
Scotland and her own moderate Sons, whilſt 575 were indulg'd and pre- 
fert'd; nay the very Iriſh Cut-Throats, who ſo barbarouſly maſſacred the 
Proteſtants in Ireland, were called over to join Montroſe in Scotland, and 
the High- Fliers endeavoured likewiſe to bring em into England, in defence 
of their illegal Impoſitions upon Church and State. It muſt be owr'd indeed, 
that they were the propereſt Champions for ſuch Doctrines as were delivered 
by thoſe Laudean Oracles, ſuch as the noble Deciſion pronounc'd by Sibtherp 
and Manwaring, the two grand Apoſiles of Paſlive Obedience, from thc 
Chair of Truth; That the King might make Laws, and do whatever pleaſ- 


eth him, and that the Subjects under Pain of Damnation ought to pay the Loan 
" Money demanded by King Charles I. and obey the King's Will in all things. 


But whatever Power they thought tit to allow the King over Laymen, they 
would be ſure to reſerve an Abſolute Power over the Church to-their Biſhops, 


as appears by Mr. Hoard*s Sermon at a Metropolitical Y:ſitation, wherein 


he aſſerted, that the Power of making Eccleſiaſtical Laws belong d only to 
the Dioceſan Biſhop, as well out of a Synod as in it. And Chonney in his 
Theological Collections, P. 53. ſays, that all the Laws by which the 
Churches are governed, and by which Kings, who are Members and Sons 
of the Church, ſuffer'd themſelves to be govern?d, derive all their Native 
and Vital Power from the Biſhops as the Head. And Laud in his Letters 
to the Scotcb Biſhops, preſſing them to impoſe the Liturgy and Book of 
Canons upon their Clergy, has this worthy Sentence, That the Commands 
of Biſhops 0ught to be obey'd with the like. Care and Reverence as the Com- 
mands of God, when their Commands are not contrary to his. In a word, 


that ſort of Men did {crew up the Royal and Eccleſiaſtical Prerogative to 


ſuch a Height, and did by the Aſſiſtance of the Queen ſo cloſely beſiege King 
Charles l. that they rendred him inflexible 3 they were the chief Inſtruments 
of breaking all the Treaties betwixt him and his Parliament, and by con- 
ſequence the principal Cauſe of his deplorable Fate, I cannot make an end 


of this without taking notice, that Col. Bamſield in his Apology aſſerts, that 
that time, was let 
Out 


Dr. Hudſon one of the n Rake Divines 
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eat of the Tower on purpoſe by Oliver, to diſſuade King Charles, when in 
the Hands of the Scots at Newcaſtle, from agreeing to the Propoſals of the 
Parliament, and to perſwade him that Oliver and the Army would give him 
better Terms; and by that means he prevaiPd with that unfortunate Prince, 
to concur under hand by himſelf and his Friends, to his being deliver?d up 

by the Scots, in hopes of Olsver's performing his Promiſe, whereas it dole- 
fully fell out otherwiſe 3 and from that day forward the miſ- led Prince may 
juſtly have been ſaid to have been deliver'd up into the Hands of his Execu- 
tioners, by the Conduct of the High-flown Clergy, - 

In the Reign of King Charles II. the Reputation of the Church of Eng- 
land (uffer'd no {mall Eclipſe, by the diſſolute Life of that Prince who was 
their Head, by their renewing the Perſecution againſt Diſſenters, by their 
exalting the Prerogative to an unlimited Height, by their paving the Way 
for the Duke of York's Acceſſion to the Throne, tho a Papiſt, tho at the Head 
of a Plot againſt our Religion and Liberty, and tho known to be entirely in 
the Intereſt of France. And this was aggravated by their running down the. 

moderate Men. of the Church, under the Notion of Whigs, Trimmers, 
and Plotters, even to the illegal Execution of ſome of them, ſuch as the Lord 
Ruſſel, &c. And in a word, by concurring to the Surrender of Charters, 
keeping up of Standing Armies, and all thoſe other things complain'd of 
in the Claim of Right and at the ſame time by preaching the People into 
Slavery, with their Doctrines of Non- Reſiſtance and © Paſfive-Obedience, 
binding it upon their Conſciences on Pain of Damnation; tho when King 
James came to touch their own Property, they made it evident to the World, 
that they neither believ*d nor praQtis'd dem themielves. - 

In the Reign of King James II. the Reputation of the Church as well as 
her Security was pretty much clouded; ſhe was divided againſt her ſelf as 
well as informer Reigns; tho the common Enemy, the Papiſts, were ready 
to ſwallow her up: There was a high Commiſſion Court compoſed of her 
own Spiritual and Temporal Sons, to teach ſuch of their Brethren as were 
refractory better Manners z of which the Archbiſhop of York, the Biſhop 
of Londen, and Magdalen College in Oxford, may perhaps remember ſome 
thing. Nor do we ſuppoſe that they and others have quite forgot that Papiſt: 
were plac d on our Benches, and had the chief Commands in our Army, Fleet 

and Gariſons ; and that the King by his diſpenſing Power enervated all thoſe 
Laws which were made for the Security of the Reformation. We can 
\ ſcarcely ſuppoſe their Memories to be ſo bad, as not to remember ſtill, that 

7 Bilhops were put up in the Tower and brought to their Trial, for refuſing 
to read the King's Illegal Declaration of Indulgence; and it's preſum'd, 
there are ſome People ſtill alive, who remember what Care there was taken 


to 
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to procure the Surrender of Charters of Corporations, and to regulate their 


Magiſtracy and Town Councils, in order to get a Parliament to approve all 


that the King had done and it is well enough known, that there was a 
great Standing Army kept on foot, to give Authority to this Method of Ad- 
miniſtration. To crown the Work, and to put us out of all Hopes of ever 
bettering our Condition, a young Prince is declared to be born, without 
any previous Care to ſatisfy the jealous and ſuſpicious Nation of the Reali- 
ty of the Queen's Pregnancy and Delivery of that Child, tho the Court 
knew that a Cheat was univerſally ſuſpected in that Matter. Then we may 
eaſily judg of the Temper of our Author, who dates the time of the 
Churches Calamity and Affliction from the Beginning of King William's 
Reign, when all Mankind, beſides thoſe of his Party, muſt own that that 
Prince of Glorious Memory, was invited over chiefly by the Clergy, No- 
bility and Gentry of the Church of England, to reſcue her from the greateſt 
Danger ſhe had been in ſince the Reformation: and by comparing her State 
during his Reign with what it was in any of thoſe that preceded, it will ap- 


pear, that her Condition was more flouriſhing than ever, and that ſhe had 


the peculiar Happineſs not to be ſo much as ſtain'd with one Act of perſe- 
cuting her diſſenting Brethren in his time; but on the contrary, there were 
viſible Demonſtrations given of their Harmony in Doctrine, by all the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters ſubſcribing the Doctrinal Articles of the Church; and 


notwithſtanding their Difference in Points of Diſcipline, yet the beſt of both 


ſorts cordially agreed in promoting a Reformation of Manners, by erecting 
Societies for that end, and hearing one anothers Miniſters on thoſe Occaſions. 
Such a Reformation alone has ever been countenanc'd by all wiſe Nations, 
Heathen and Chriſtian, as being abſolutely neceſſary for their Safety, for the 


World muſt own that there can be nothing more deſtructive to a Nation 


than a Diſſolution of Manners. And by this we may judg of the real 


Kindneſs of theſe High-Fliers to their Country, who in ſeveral late Books 


and Pamphlets do all they can to ridicule and run down that neceſſary Work, 


and to expoſe ſuch as have been, and are zealous in it to Contempt. Many 


Libels of this Nature might be inftanced, but I ſhall ſatisfy my ſelf with 
mentioning one, viz, that Fulſom, Abuſive and Scandalous Book, entituled, 
Letters from the Living to the Living; which abuſes the greateſt and beſt 
of the Clergy,” runs down both the Principles and Perſons of thoſe who con- 
cur'd in the Revolution, and is calculated for nothing but to promote Vice 
and Jacobitiſen. * : 998 | 
But to return to The Shorteſt May, It is evident that he deſigns to create 
Jealouſies in the Minds of the Diſſenters and moderate Churchmen of her 
Majeſty, and her High Court of Parliament, as if they delign'd their De- 
> D 2 ; ſtruction; 
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ſruction ; tho her Majeſty has been pleas'd to declare in Parliament, that ſhe 
will maintain the Toleration, as by Law eſtabliſh'd : and tho the Honour- 


able Houſe of Commons in the Preamble of their Occaſional 
declar'd themſelves againſt Perſecution 3 yet he would perſwade 


Bill, have 
the Diſſen- 


ters, and under that Notion it's plain he includes all thoſe of the Revolution 


Principles, that their Day ef Grace is ouer. 


That we may not be at a loſs to gueſs what Church he is of, he com- 


plains heavily of the Oaths, Aſſociations, Abjurations, and what not 
pos'd upon the tender Conſciences of the Church o 


which have been im 


England, who could not diſpenſe with the Allegiance they had ſworn to their 
lawful King, and ſwear to anew Hodge: poage of a Dutch Government. This 
is directly to fly in her Majeſty's face, whoſe Title was aſſerted by the Claim 
of Right, and maintain'd by thoſe Aſſociations, Abjurations, &'c. This 
is at once to libel all the Parliaments in K. Milliam's Reign, as Diſſenters, 
Traitors, and what not; tho every one knows that they took particular 
care of the Church of England, and addreſs d his Majeſty again and again 


for its Security and Preſervation-3 and in their ſeveral Acts of Sett! 


ement had 


a ſpecial regard to it. By this we may ſee what truſty Friends and loyal 
Subjects our Author and his Nonjurant Church are to her Majeſty and their 


Country. 


At the ſame time he, tells us of a Multitude of Occafional Communicants, 
who are men of a far more dangerous Conſtitution than thoſe that he and 


, 


his Party do libel at ſuch an unmerciful rate; and that is ſuch who are forc'd 
ta comply again} their Conſciences with our new ſophiſtical Politicks, and 


like the New Converts in France, fin becauſe they cannot ſtarve, Thele 


new 


ſophiltical Politicks muſt needs be the Revolution. Principles, upen 


which her Majeſty's Right and Title is founded, and therefore by our Au- 
thor's confeſſion thoſe Occaſional Communicants mult be much more dange- 
 rous'tg be allow'd in the State, than thoſe of the Diſſenting ſort: For the latter 
have no ſcruple as to her Majeſty's Title, they have aſſociated themſelves in 
defence of it; there's none of them that will refuſe to abjure all other Pre- 
tenders, or to ſwear to preſerve our preſent Conſtitution. Whereas. the for- 
meer are only loyal de Falto, but not de Fure: They can have no other Idea 
of her Majeſty, but that of an Uſurper who is too ſtrong} for them ; and 
therefore mult take all occaſtons, if they be true to their Principles, to join 
with thoſe who favour the S. Germans Pretender, that ſo they may eaſe 
their Conſciences, and not be oblig'd to live for ever under the wretched 
Alternative of being iorc'd to fin or ſtarve. If her Majeſty and our Legiſla- 


ture ſhould, from our Author's Suggeſtion, and the Evidence of 
of Fact, that thexe are too many Occaſional Communicants of t 


the Matter 
his ſort in 


Englana, 


— 
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England, think fit to make a Teſt to keep them out of all Places of power 
and Truſt, and enjoin a Penalty to be impos'd upon thoſe that own her 
Majeſty to be Queen de Facto, and will not at the ſame time own her to be ſo de 
Jure, the Party would find themſelves but little oblig'd to our Author for 
this Hint: and perhaps ſueh a Teſt would not ſeem very unneceſſary or un- 
reaſonable to thoſe who conſider the Thouſands of Foot and Horſe, which 
Sir John Friend, Sir William Parkins, Sir ohn Fenwick, and others were 
to join the French with at their Landing upon the Aſſaſſination Plot; that 
amongſt others there was to be a Troop of Nonjurant Parſons to hallow 
the Rebellion; that ſome, if not all of thoſe three Knights, were Occaſional 
 Communicants-or Hearers at leaſt, and that it was not poſſible for the 
Facobite Separatifis alone to have rais'd ſo many thouſand Horſe and Foot 
as were then propos d. Certainly ſuch a ſort of Occaſional Communicants 
are more dangerous to the Church and State of England than thoſe whom 
our Author would have puniſh'd with the Gallies and Gallows. Nor is 
there any Parity of Reaſon for allowing more Favour to Nonjurants than 
to Nonconformiſts, ſince the latter agree with the Church of England 
in her Doctrine, and are united with her by a cordial, not feigned 
Allegiance to the Queen as their Civil Head: Whereas the Nonjurants, 
whatever Right of - Memberſhip they pretend to the Body, do undeni- 
ably ſeparate from her Majeſty as the Head, which is a more dangerous and 
material piece of Nonconformity than any the Diſſenters are guilty of. It 
was never reckonꝰd good Policy in any State to give too much Indulgence to 
a Set of men who on a Foreign Head, as it is known our Nonjurants do: 
Moſt, if not altof them, are for the St. Germazns Pretender, tho bred up 
in Popery and Arbitracy Power, as their Civil Head; and we have heard 
already that moſt of the Ecclefiaſticks of that Temper have no great aver- 
ſion to a foreign Religious Head. Bp Montague in his Antidiatribe above. 
mentioned, Pag. 156. ſays, If the King of England ſhould command hir 
SubjeBts, that not hing iu Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs ſhould be determin'd in his Do. 
minions without the Pope's Authority, and that whatever (hould be eſtabliſp d 
by that Authority ſhould. have the force of a Law, all men ought to obey it. 
And what Advances of the ſame nature are made by a preſent Author, a 
Nonjurant Clergyman, in his Caſe of the Regale and Pontificate, is well e- 
nough known: The Snake in the Craſi is diſcover d by the Wriggling of his 
Tail, when he tells us, Concars. Romane & Reformata Eccleſia Fides; tho 
he might as well tell us that there's an Agreement betwixt Light and Dark- 
nels. The Aſſociation, both Old and New, betwixt the Papiſts and ſuch 
High-Churchmen, to undermine and blow up the preſent Church and Go- 
vernment, is a great deal.plainer and more evident than the * "ov 
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(Meciation of theſe call'd Moderate Clurcharm with the modern Whigs and 


Fanatichs, to undermine and blow them up. For they muſt have a Forehead of 


harder Braſs than any Jeſuit, and a Mind capable of {ſwallowing ſomething 
more abſurd than Tranſubſtantiation, who will offer to deny, that had ic 


not been for the moderate Churchmen and Diſſenters, the preſent Church 
and Government had been blown up long e'er now, 1/t. By the aſſociated 
High. Church and Popiſh Plotters under the Conduct of the Duke of York. 
2dly. By the ſame Aſſociators when he was King. And 3dly, By the fame 
Holy uers at the time of the Aſſaſſination and La Hogue Invation : and 


if any of them had happend to miſcarry in the Attempt, as did the bleſſed 


Martyrs Fenwick, Friend and Perkins, there was a Troop of Nonjurants 
ready to abſolve them at Tyburn, and to tell them that the next ſtep from the 
Cart would be to Heaven. May God deliver her Majeſty and the Nation 
from ſuch Nonjurants, and their Brethren the de facto Occaſional Commu- 
nicants, who like the French New - Converts, are forc d to conform, be- 
cauſe they muſt otherwiſe ſtarve. | 


It were endleſs to animadvert upon all the extravagant Paſſages of. this 


 invenom?dLibel, which is writ on purpoſe to ſet the Nation in a Flame, and 


to engage us in an inteſtine War, that the French King may have an oppor- 
tunity to force the Pretender upon us. His adviſing to fend all our Diſſen- 
ters to the Gallies and Gallows, his ſounding a Charge to a general Maſſacre 
of 'em, and his propoſing the French King's Method with his Proteſtant 
Subjects, whom he reproachfully calls Hugonots, as a fit Model and a pro- 
per Inſtance for our Incouragement to attempt it; his falling foul upon the 
Act of Succeſſion and the Family of Hanover, his outragious Reflections 
upon the late K. Villiam and his Government, and his Advice to ſubdue 
the Scots inſtead of uniting em, are ſo unpolitick, inhuman and unchriſtian, 
that I could not at firſt perſwade my ſelf that any Man who calls himſelf a 
Proteſtant, could be ſo much inſpir'd by Hell as to write ſuch a Libel. But 
when I conlider*d that the ſame Spirit, the ſame Notions, and many of the 
ſame Expreſſions are to he found in a Libel of one Sheet, calld, A ſhort 
Abirad of the Behaviour of the Occaſional Communicants towards the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England ſince the Revolution, and in that call'd the 


New Aſſociation abovementionꝰd; and that the ſame Temper is to be found 
in moſt of the Pamphlets that have been printed againſt Occational Commu- 


nion, tho not always ſo palpable and groſs, I was oblig'd to change my 


Mind. Moſt part of the Nation may remember, that L Eſtrange, in his 


Obſervators,. when the bleſſed Deſigns of bringing in Popery and Arbitrary 
Power upon us were in their full Vigor, advis'd to cutting of Throats, 


and a Reconciliation with Rome, which made many of his quendam Fol- 


lowers 


„ 
lowers drop him. It has ever been the Method of that Party, who were 
for a Popiſh Succeſſor and Arbitrary Power, to pave their Way by promoting 
Severities againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, that -whil{t the Church and they 
were ingag d againſt one another, the common Enemy might take their ad- 
vantage of both. Thus in Queen Elizabeth's time, they that favour'd the 
Infant#'s Title againſt the King of Scots, did all they could to incourage the 
Proſecution of the Puritans. In K. Fames's time they that were for the po- 
piſh Matches and Arbitrary Power, took the ſame Methods. In K. Charles 
the It's time, they that were for advancing the Prerogative above all Law, 
and for bringing in the Landean or Caſſandrian Popery, trod in the ſame ſteps. 
In K. Charles the 24's time, they that were for the Popiſh Succeſſor, and 
making the King abſolute, purſu'd the ſame Meaſures,” and by multiplying 
the Penal Laws againſt Diſſenters, brought the Kingdom into ſtrange Con- 
vulſions, incourag'd the Popiſh Plot, baffled the Diſcovery, and blunted the 
Proſecution of it, turn'd it upon the Diſſenters and moderate Church-men, 
cut the Throats of ſome of the heſt Proteſtants in England contrary to all 
Law, and at laſt brought the Popiſh Plot to its deſigned effect. They fettPd 
their Popiſh King upon the Throne, where he might have continu'd till the 
Day of his Death, had he not made too much haſte to deſtroy the Church 
which ſet him up; but having faiPd of his Promiſe to them, tho he mount- 
ed the Throne with an aſſurance that he would never be worſe than his Word, 
he was oblig'd to quit his Throne, and the Nation ſet his Daughters upon it 
oneafter the other, which they might have done as well before, and have 
fav'd that Reputation, Blood and Treaſure, which their not doing ſo, has 
coſt us ſince that time; and God knows how much more it may. Our 
Author, it's true, calls theſe New Politicks; but in ſo doing he diſcovers his 
On of our Hiſtory and Conſtitution. By turning over a few Leaves 
of our Hiſtories and Statute-Books, he may be ſatisſy'd that it is no new 
thing in this Nation for the Succeſſion of the Crown to be regulated by Act 
of Parliament, fo as it might beſt preſerve our Religion and Liberty: and if 
he look into 13 Elix. Cap. 1. he will find they incur the Guilt of a Premunire, 
who affirm that the Laws and Statutes do not bind the Right of the Crown, 
and the Deſcent, Limitation, Inheritance and Governance thereof; and 
perhaps it may prove ſomething more than a Moot Point, whether his 
Fribling againſt the Act of Settlement upon the Family of Hanover, does 
not bring him within the reach of that Statute. NY gi) evi 


- 


I shall now touch a little upon the chief Arguments this Author and o- 
thers of the ſame ſtamp make uſe of to perſuade a Repeal of the Act of 
Toleration: and theſe are, that the Diſſenters are Hypocrites, becauſe of 
their Occaſional Conformity; that they have always us'd the Church of 

England 
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for ſerving their Country, mult therefore be ſuch, I think is hard to prove. 


would needs join the Ceremonies of the Fews with the Worſhip of the 
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Fug land ill when in Power; and their Brethren in Scotland have 'abo- 
-liſh'd Epiſcopacy there, and treated the Biſhops and their Clergy with un- 
heard · of Crueltys that the Principles of the Diſſenters will not bear them 
out in ſuffering upon thoſe Points; and that bearing with them any longer 


is a Cruelty to our ſelves and our Poſterity 3 and that ſince they own the 
Church of England to be a true Church, and conform to be Mayors and She- 
riffs, they will much ſooner conform than be hang'd or otherwilc ſeverely 


That Hypocrites are one of the worlt ſorts of Men 1 ſhall. readily allow 
but that thoſe Diſſentets who take the Sacramental Teſt to qualify themſelves 


The AR of the Teſt, it we may believe the Title and Preamble, © was 
principally deſignꝰd to keep Papiſts from Places of Power and Truſt. The 
late Earl of Shafiabury, who is generally thought to have had the chief hand 
in contriving that Act, was known to be no Enemy to the Diſſenters; and 
it was as well known that his principal Deſigu in that Act was againſt the 
Duke of York and his Papiſts, Then ſinee neither the Contrivers » the AQ, 
nor the Act it ſelf does require that piece of Conformity as a Teſt, that the 
Compliers ſhould'own- themſelves to approve of every or any thing inſiſted 
upon by the Church of England, as a Qualification to entitle themſelves to 
be Members of that Ghurch, in contradiſtinction or oppoſition toProteſtants 
of all other Denominations, but only as a publick Declaration that they arc 
not papiſts; Where s the Hypocrily in Diſſenters to do this? I am afraid, 
if the matter be duly canvaſs'd, that the Hypocriſy will be found to be 
chargeable-elſewhere, and that the Fraud, 'if any there be, muſt be plac'd 
to the account of thoſe who ſtretch the Act beyond its natural Meaning, 
and the Deſign of the Contrivers : Yet this has been no new thing amongſt 
thoſe of the High- Church, who turn the edg of the Laws that were defign'd 
againſt Papiſts upon Proteſtant Diflenters. 

Then tho they own the Church of Exgland to be a true Church, and their 
Religion to be one and the ſame with their own, that therefore they muſt 
be Hypocrites in not keeping conſtant Communion with that Church, and 
complying with every thing that ſhe requires, is a meer Fallacy and down- 
right Sophiſm. The Truth of this will appear thus. There were ſome 
Churches or Societies of Chriſtians in the times of the Apoſtles, who 


Chriſtians, aud there. were others who were for building Hay and Stubble 
upon the ſolid Foundation of Chriſtian Doctrine, 1 Cor. 3. 12. The 
Apoſtles had Occaſional Communion with both of theſe; but neither, ap- 
proy'd the Ceremonies of the one, nor the Stubble of the other: They 

com- 
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communicated with them as Chriſtians in general, without approving? their 


unwarrantable Additions : But their ſettled Communion was with thoſe 


that had neither Ceremonies nor Stubble, and on occafion they declar'd 
againſt the uſe of both. Nay, ids very well known that St, Paul tix'd the 


Charge of Diſſimulation, which is a ſynonimous Word for Hypocriſy, on 


his Brother St. Peter and his Followers, for betraying their Chriſtian Liberty 


by complying with the Ceremonious Jems, and abſtaining from the Com- 


munion of the Gentile Chriſtians, who worſhip'd their Saviour in Spirit and 


Truth, without the Legal and Ceremonious Pomp; Gal, 2. 11, 12, &c. 


But to bring this Matter more cloſe to the purpoſe in hand, it's well enough 
known that many, nay moſt of the High-Church Party, hold the Charch of 
Rome to be a true Church, and have written and ſpoke of that Society of 
Men with a great deal of more Reſpect and Honour than th: ir Paſſion would 
allow them to ſpeak of Luther and Calvin, as has been hinted already: Yet 
they would take it as a very falſe and uncharitable way of arguing, either 
from Papiſt or Diſſenter, to charge them with Hypocriſy for not continuing 
in the Communion of that Church, and for making a Separation from her. 
When they anſwer this, then we ſhall anſwer the other ; and in the mean 
time, that they may fee I donꝰt ſlander them, their Anteſignanw, Laud, 
in his Conference with Fifher, p. 36. ſays that the Church of Rome doth 


Mill retain all things neceſſary to Salvation, and has every thing that is need- 


ful to the Efſence of a Church, 


Many ſuch Paſſages might be inſtanc'd 
from Heylin, Potter, Montague, and other High-flyers ; fo that here's Ar- 
gumentum ad Hominem for them. Then fince it is evident that Puritanical 
Hooper laid down his Life for his Religion as well as Ceremonious Ridley 
and that Difſenters have ſaffer'd as much and as cheerfully for their Oppoſi- 
tion to Biſhops and Ceremonies as Churchmen have done in defence of em, 
tho no wiſe Man of either Patty will fay, that Conformity or Noncon= 
formity in "thoſe Matters is eſſential to Chriſtianity ; It's uncharitable in 
either of the Parties to charge the other with Hypocriſy in thoſe Matters: 
The Apoſtle's Rule in ſuch caſes is, that every Man ſhould be fully perſuaded 
in his own Mind, and not act with a doubting Confcience, and that there 
ſhould be a mutual Forbearance, and no Impoſition. There's not one 
Word in the Sacred Text which impowers Epiſcopal Men or Presbyterians 
to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and to impoſe them, or any other thing, 


which our Saviour has not appointed, as Terms of Communion upon 


Chriſtian Societies or particular Perſons 3 and till Churchmen of all ſorts 


be cur'd of this impoting Humour, we ſhall never ſce any thing like P: imi- 


tive Chriſtianity. Experience and Matter of Fa& has convinc'd the World 


| that both Parties have had Sufferers = their Opinion, tho it mai be own'd 


that 


$000 of you were not only Occaſional but Conſtant Communicants with us, 
tho we aboliſhed Epiſcopacy and Ceremonies, you ſhall all be conſtant Com- 


- Author's Argument from the Behaviour of the Presbyterians there, towards. 


. hoods upon the World; and they that will turn to the Acts of the Scotch. 
Parliament and General Aſſemblies, will find, that Epiſcopacy made no 


either Immorality or Diſaffection to the Civil Government was the cauſe of 


C26) 
that the Inſtances are much more numerous on the Diſſenting fide ; and 
therefore to urge Death and Baniſhment againſt any Party, becauſe of the 
Occaſional Communion of ſome of their Number, to force them to a con- 
fant Communion, is the Voice of a Beauteteu or Incendiary, and not 
of an Engliſhman or Chriſtian. Suppoſe the Tide ſhould turn here as it has 
done in Scotland, and that Epiſcopacy were aboliſhed with us. as it is with 
them, the High-Fliers would look upon it as a Afabometan way of Argu- 
ing, if the Presbyterians ſhould tell them thus; Gentlemen, Tou are a Parcel 
of Hypocrites, the Clergy of England are near 19000, and upon the Reſto- 
ration of Epiſcopacy by Ch. Il. there were only 2000 Noncons ; therefore ſince 


municants, or be condemned to the Gallies and Gallows. Or ſuppoſe they 
ſhould- give it this, Turn; Gentlemen, there were r0000 of you who 
preached up Paſſive Obedience, or at leaſt ſigned the Unlawfulneſs of reſiſi- 
ing the King, or any having Authority under him, upon any Pretence 
whatſoever ; yet there were not perhaps above 300 of you who did not act 
2.contrary Part, and fell in with the Revolution; therefore you ſhall all re- 
nounce that Doctrine, and declare her Majeſty Queen Ann is Queen d zure- 
as well as de facto, and that no other Perſon has any Pretenſions to the 
Crown; otherwiſe your Preachers ſhall be hang' d, and thoſe who attend 
your Sermons fhall he. haniſhed. How would our High-Fliers like this Treat- 
ment? 1 4 

Since we are upon the Buſineſs of Scotland, it's. proper to obſerve that our 


the Epiſcopal. Party, is no way concluſive. If the Scotch Presbyterians do 
ill things, muſt the Church of England follow their Example? Does not the 
Preamble of the Oecaſional Bill declare, that Perſecution. is. contrary to her 
Principles ? then muli ſhe abandon thoſe Principles to be reveng'd on the- 
Seotch Presbyterians. But as a further Anſwer, whatever the Author of the 
Shorteſt'Way may do, it's ſuppos d, that the Author of the New Aſſociation: 
has reaſon to know the Affairs of Srotland better, than to impoſe ſuch Falf- 


part of the Cauſe of turning out any of the Scotch Epiſcopal Clergy, their- 
fourteen Biſhops only excepted, (whoſe Order they aboliſh'd, as a Grievance 
to their Country, and contrary to the Inclinations of their People 3) but 


turning out the Inferior Clergy : and tho. it be true, that many of the Epiſcopal- 
Clergy there did ſuffer Indignities ſrom the Mob upon the Revolution, eſpe- 


cially - 


OT 

cially ſuch as had been active in bringing Perſecution upon the Presbyteriins;- 
yet they that will compare the Scotch Acts of Parliament in King Charite 
and King James's time againſt the Presbyterians, with thoſe of King Mil- 
Ham againſt the Epiſcopal Men, will find that the latter are not requited ac- 
cording to the Talion Law z for there's no Act to make it Death for an Epiſ- 
copal Miniſter to preach, or for the People to hear him, as there was againſt 
the Presbyterians and thoſe who heard them: nor is there any Teſt to exclude 
the Epiſcopal Laity from Places of Power and Truſt in Scorlazd, where it's 
known they have always had a Share in the greateſt Poſts of the Nation; 
nor is the Renunciation-of Epiſcopacy, or a new Ordination, impos'd upon 
any Miniſter that has a publick Charge,, For their Abolition of Epiſcopacy, . 
and Reſtoration of Presbytery, they did it as moſt conducible to the Peace 
of the Nation, and becauſe it was their antient Conſtitution ;, Reaſons altoge- 
ther Political, of which every Kingdom is the moſt proper Judg for them- 
ſelves ; and indeed the Impolitick Behaviour of their Biſhops, who did alt 
of 'em oppoſe the Revolution, contributed not a little to their Overthrow. 
Would Time and Place allow it, 1 could eaſily expoſe the Author's In- 
conſiſtencies and manifeſt Contradictions; but enough has been (aid already to 
ſhew, that the Deſign of the Scribler and his Party, is to embroil the Nati- 
ons in a Civil War, to make way for the St. Germain's Pretender: but xis 
hop'd, that ſince their Intentions are now clearly ſeen into, there will be 
found Engliſhmen and Proteſtants enough to deteat them. It's particularly 
the Concern of the moderate Churchmen to make their laſt Efforts to prevent 
any new Perſecution of the Diſſenters, which can have no other Tendency 
but to obſtruct our Trade, to pave the Way for Arbitrary Power, and to 
raiſe Diviſions among us, which will weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt at Home, 
and expoſe it to Ruin abroad. It's eaſy enough to perceive that the drooping 
Jacobites have been inſpir'd with new Courage, and are become perfectly 
impudent, as may be ſcen by that virulent Libel, call'd the Poetical Obſerua- 
tor, and other Pamphlets that have been publiſh'd fince the railing of the new. 
Clamour againſt the Diſſenters.. They well remember that the fame Courſe 
was follow d by Men of the ſame Principles, and ſome of them the very. 
ame Perſons, when the Duke of Tork was brought to the Thrpne; they are 
not without Hopes, that the like Cauſes may have the like Effects, and 
therefore they cannot conceal their Joy. This has encourag'd them to run 
with open Mouth upon the Acts of Settlement and the Family of Hanover. 
This emboldens them to blacken the Memory and Adminiſtration of the late 
King William, with all the Calumnies that their own Malice and a bad Cauſe: 
can inſpire into them, And they think ic their undoubted Right, not only; 


to rail againſt Diſſenters and moderate Churchmen. with Impunity,,. but thats 
| they. 
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chey ought to be protected in it. It's in the Power however of the latter 


to avert the threatned Danger; and if they will uſe their Intereſt to preſerve 
the Diſſenters Right of Election ſor Parliament Men and Magiſtrates oſ Cities 
and Corporations, they may eaſily baffle the Hopes which ſome Men have 
conceived from making Diſſenters uncapable of being elected: for when 
none but Churchmen are put upon the Liſts, the Diſſenters and mode: ate 
Churchmen may eaſily in moſt parts of the Nation bring in moderate Men, 
and turn the Tables upon the High-Fliers, tho they had 20 Teſts more than 


they have. This the moderate Churchmen may eaſily perceive to be their 


Intereſt, ſince any Man may ſce that there*s a Set of Men in the Nation, 
who would fain be acting the ſame part over again, which they did in the 


Reign of King Charles and King James Il. when by the Intrigues of the 


Court and High-Flicrs, the Proteſtant Subjects were engag'd to worry one 
another with an unnatural, as well as unaccountable Fury, under the re- 
proachful Names of Tories, Whigs and Trimmers, whilſt a Popiſh Suc- 


ceſſor, and an Arbitrary Power came in like a Flood, aud had well nigh 
ſwallow'd them all up. | | 


But bleſſed be God, our Condition is not ſo dangerous now as *twas then. 


We have a Proteſtant Queen on the Throne, who has again and again de- 


clared that ſhe will maintain the Succeſſion in the Protefiant Line, as by Law 


| eſtabliſhed. We have now an Act of Excluſion of Popiſh Succe ſſors, which then 


could not be had : the Pretender is attainted,and our Religion and Liberties are 


| ſecur'd by excellent Laws; fo that if we cannot under her Majeſty's Auſpici- 


ous Conduct maintain what we have in Poſſeſſion againiſt all the Intrigues of 
the Papifis and High-Fliers to ſet aſide the Acts of Settlement on any pre- 
tence whatſoever, we deſerve to be accounted the moſt abje& People in the 


World. and to be ſtigmatiz d with this perpetual Brand of Infamy, that He 


are a Nation born to Slavery. 


